< /BB

i

Current Class:
Current Hamdling: n/a

K

FPage: 1

Document INumber: 1984BUENOCS06156 Channel: n/a
CLLL L D>D> Tﬁa?
PAGE 01 BUENOS 06156 032008%Z
ACTION ARA-0Q0
INFG OCT-00 COPY-01 ADS-00 INR-~-10 55-00 CIAE-00 DODE-Q0

-~ H-01 I0-15 NSC-01 NSAE-00 HA-08 L-03 PM-10
PA-01 OMB-01 USIE-00 5P-~02 SNP-01 PRS-01 SLPD-01
/056 W

—————————————————— 325026 040817z /16-11

R 032005z AUG B4

FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2832
INFO AMEMBASSY ASUNCION
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA

ARGENTINA PROJECT (5200000044)
U.S. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/TPS
Margaret P. Grafeld, Director

AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO (XRelease  ( )Excise ( )Deny
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO Exemption(s):

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK Declassify: ( JInPant  (yf InFull

USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS PN ( )Classifyas__ ()Exendas__ ( ) Downgradeto
USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA Date Declassify on Reason

AR - 15105 AIRES 06156

ZINCSO FOR INTAFF, CINCLANT ALSO FOR-POLAD

2.0. 12356: DECL:0Q0ADR

TAGS: SHUM, PGOV, AR

35UBJ: FORMER ARGENTINE PRESIDENT ARRESTED
REF: BUENOS AIRES 6099

L. -SUMMARY: FCRMER PRESIDENT JORGE VIDELA WAS
A\RRESTED AUGUST 2 AND WILL FACE CHARGES FOR ALLEGED

IJUMAN-RIGHTS ABUSES. OTHER MEMBERS OF FORMER MILITARY
TUNTAS MAY BE NEXT. ENID SUMMARY.

H {(U) VIDELA ARRESTED

'ORMER PRESIDENT, AND RETIRED ARMY LT. GENERAL, JORGE
TIDELA WAS PUT UNDER "RIGOROUS PREVENTIVE ARREST"
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JUGUST 2, WHICH IS SIMILAR TO OUR ARREST -WITHOUT BAIL.

‘N THE ARGENTINE CONTEXT, THE TERM IMPLIES THE PERSON
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IS CHARGED WITH A SERIQUS OFFENSE. 1IF FOUND GUILTY
BY THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE ARMED FORCES, VIDELA
WOULD BE LIABLE TO NO LESS THAN TWO YEARS IN PRISON.
HE IS BEING TRIED FOR ALLEGED HUMAN-RIGHTS ABUSES.

3. (U) AGOSTI MAY BE NEXT

FORMER AIR FORCE COMMANDER ORLANDO AGOSTI, WHO ALONG
WITH VIDELA WAS A MEMBER OF THE MILITARY JUNTA THAT TOOK
POWER AFTER THE COUP OF MARCH 24, 1976, APPEARED BEFQORE
THE COUNCIL AUGUST 2 TO TESTIFY ON SIMILAR CHARGES AND
WAS PUT "AT THE DISPOSAL"™ OF THE COUNCIL, AND WAS
DETAINED AT AN AIR FORCE BASE. THE STATUS OF SOMEONE

"AT THE DISPOSAL” OF THE COUNCIL IS SIMILAR TO THAT OF
SOMEONE IN THE U.S5. WHO HAS BEEN INDICTED AND IS AWAITING
TRIAL.

4. (U) WHAT ABOUT MASSERA?

THE THIRD MEMBER OF THE FIRST JUNTA, RETIRED ADMIRAL
AND NAVY COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF EMILIO MASSERA, CANNOT
APPEAR BEFORE THE COUNCIL FOR THE TIME BEING SINCE

IE IS IN A NAVY HOSPITAL FOR AN INTESTINAL AILMENT.
MASSERA HAS BEEN UNDER ARREST FOR OVER A YEAR ON THE
JRDERS OF A CIVIL JUDGE, ON CHARGES OF HAVING BLOCKED
A COURT INVESTIGATION INTO THE DISAPPEARANCE AND
SUSPECTED MURDER OF BUSINESSMAN FERNANDO BRANCA.

5. ‘ COMMENT: FACED WITH AN OCTOEER DEADLINE,
[MPGSED BY A CIVIL CQURT, FOR FINISHING THE TRIALS OF THE
JINE MEMBERS OF THE FIRST THREE MILITARY JUNTAS, THE
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JUPREME COUNCIL OF THE ARMED FORCES HAS BEEN PRODDED INTO
IOVING FASTER. WE EXPECT TO SEE THESE TRIALS BACK ON THE
"RONT PAGES FOR THE NEXT TWO MONTHS. THE KEY QUESTIONS
\RE WHETHER THE COUNCIL WILL MEET THE OCTOBER DEADLINE
WND, IF NOT, WHETHER THE CIVIL COURTS WILL TAKE OVER THE
'RIALS. END COMMENT.

1. (U) SUPREME COURT REJECTS JUNTA MEMBERS' COMPLAINTS
'HE SUPREME COURT OF ARGENTINA ON AUGUST 2 REJECTED

'OMPLAINTS FILED BY THE NINE MEMBERS OF THE FIRST THREE
ITLITARY JUNTAS, AS WELL AS BY FORMER BUENOS AIRES
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PROVINCE POLICE CHIEF AND RETIRED GENERAL RAMON CAMPS,
WHO CONTENDED THAT THE "PEACETIME SUMMARY TRIALS" BEING
CONDUCTED BY THE ARMED FORCES SUPREME COUNCIL VIOLATE
THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS TO DEFENSE. THE SUPREME
COURT ALSO REJECTED FORMER AIR FORCE COMMANDER BASILIO
LAMI DOZ0O'S COMPLAINT THAT THE REPEAL BY CONGRESS OF THE
FORMER REGIME’'S SO-CALLED "SELF-AMNESTY" LAW WAS NOT
VALID. THIS DECISION SETTLES THAT ISSUE ONCE AND FOR

ALL.

7. §} COMMENT: MILITARY SOURCES TELL US THAT VIDELA
EXPECTS TO GO TO JAIL AND HAS NOT FLED THE COUNTRY

BECAUSE OF HIS OWN PERSONAL HONOR AND A FEELING HE CAN
HELP THE .INSTITUTION OF THE ARMY BY STAYING AND FACING

THE MUSIC. ORTIZ

NNN

‘urrent Class :~ Page:

3

n/a

3




